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Background

Horizons Academy is an initiative that was spawned by the
Jewish Community Council of Greater Coney Island in 2007.
The program was designed to encouragelO®, 11t and 12t
grade high school students develop high-reaching, long-term
aspirations focusing on successfully transitioning to college
and careers following graduation.

Originally focusing solely on career counseling and academic
coaching, with the support of funding, Horizons Academy has
expanded its program to also include S.A.T. preparation,
college counseling, tutoring, Leadership classes, job
readiness workshops and internship placement assistance,
computer studies and Meditation, Acting and Financial
Literacy training.

Horizons Academy Graduates

» Hosted by Abraham Lincoln High School located in South
Brooklyn, N.Y.

*Funded by the New York City Department of Youth and
Community Department (DYCD), the New York State Office of
Children and Family Services (OCFS), and Con Edison.
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Mission

Horizons Academy’s main mission is to inspire high school students to remain in school, graduate with a high-
school diploma and remain engaged in a post-secondary education, career training, the military or paid
employment for one full year (monitored by Horizons staff) following graduation.

Horizons Academy encourages students to develop long-term goals through academic support, career
counseling and leadership development services for successful transition to adulthood.

The program staff is trained to provide one-on-one support to students, enabling them to apply their
previous professional training towards a successful future employment and/or college career.

103 students made up of Sophomores, Juniors and Seniors are eligible for enrollment for the September 2017
— August 2018 contract.

35 Students are receiving follow-up services during their first year of college (2017-18)

To date 905 non duplicated students have been served.
Over 425 Jobs have been created for 325 students.

Student lecture
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Summer Youth Employment Program (SYEP): Summer Jobs for Juniors and Seniors
are developed and supervised by Horizons Academy staff

After-School Activities: Students are given the opportunity to use after-school time in a
constructive manner through Horizons Academy activities including:

Small Group SAT Prep

Minimum of 9 one on one Guidance and Academic Counseling Sessions
per year

Job Readiness —including Resume Creation and Interview Preparation
Job Placement — Summer Jobs and Spring Internships *** NEW
Financial Literacy Training *** NEW

Homework Assistance

Leadership building classes

College Counseling (small group and one on one)

Specialty classes inlcuding Acting, Meditation

Math and Science Suject Tutoring
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Abraham Lincoln H.S. Technology Lab

In 2009, with the support from our funding sources, Horizons Academy achieved a
major milestone in the creation of a state-of-the-art Technology Lab at Abraham
Lincoln High School. The lab is instrumental in providing economically
disadvantaged high school students with college and career preparation resources
they would otherwise not have access to.

15 computer stations equipped with Microsoft Office, Adobe Suite, Encyclopedia Brittanica,
Win Way Resume Creation Software, SAT Prep Software, SAT Bootcamp

8 printers, some of which have color printing, scanning, fax and copy capabilities
*Accessible to students from 9::00 am — 5:00 pm Monday-Thursday

Tech Lab ribbon-cutting ceremony


http://www.facebook.com/photo.php?pid=1590795&id=58970784530
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Statistics

Students who are exposed to the Horizons Academy programs are achieving their goals with increasing success
with each subsequent year:

. More likely to attain a high school diploma than the average NYC student
87% attained a diplomain 2011
85% attained a diploma in 2012
100% attained a diploma in 2013
100% attained a diploma in 2014
100% attained a diploma in 2015
92% attained a diplomain 2016

. Engage in post-secondary education, career training, military or employment following high school
graduation
78% of students in 2012 remained engaged
95% of the students in 2013 remained engaged
90% of the students in 2014 remained engaged.
90% of the students in 2015 remained engaged

In a recent study, Horizons Academy students performed on average 7 points higher on the English regents and

over 5 points higher on the Math regeﬁ% than the rest of the student body.
While the Board of Education 0 B NYC Graduation
Touted High School 80 Rate
Graduation  Rates  Rising 60 ]
Above 65 Percent in 2011, 40 —
2012, 2013 and 2014, Horizon B Horizons Academy
Academy Graduates Exceeded 20717 Graduation Rate
that Rate by at least 20%. 0 - - -

2012 2013 2014 2015



Faces of Horizons Academy
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Alumni Visit December 2015

Summer Internship at Maimonides Hospital.



Faces Horizons

Classroom discussions.

Trip to Off Broadway
Show. Meet and greet
with cast.



Testimonials

“I didn’t even know that | could get job
experience while in high school. I've learned
so much and now | can’t wait to move on
from high school into college.”

- Sonia Isaac, Student

“Each week, | attend the Empowerment
Program session, which allows me to clear
my head and talk about things | never had an
outlet to discuss. | love it.”

- Beatrice Eseku, Student

JEWISH COMMUNITY COUNCIL

of Greater Coney Island

“If it weren’t for the Summer Youth Program,
I’d be doing nothing. It helped me with my job
skills. Now, I'd like to give back by working to
help the community one day.”
- Shenelle Thames, Student
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In the News

Horizon Academy’s Impact on the Community is Receiving Widespread Media Attention
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doning theis high school studies be-
fore completion, the Jewish Community
Council of Greater Coney Island Las es-
tablished Horizons Acadeny, an intensive
zallege and career preparation program
for 11th and 12th gmdpe students, based
at Lincoln High School. The new pro-
gram, which operates year- wnnd,un{na
a strengths-hased, case management ap-
proach to help students in need of attention
pain the academic and soctal slills that will

Inn concrete effort toaddress the

achieve subsequent success. -
Following an initisl assessment, each
smdent at Horizons Academy is assigned
2 "success coach’—a school counselor or
clinical social workes—who meets regu-
larly with the student to ascertain their
ropgress and make recommendations
: Enseé on their academic and caréer plans,
The program’s wide-ranging curriculum
encompasses small group SAT english
arid math praparation, college counsel-
ing, career workshops (resume prepara-
tiem, interview skills, etc.), computer stud-

Microsoft Word and Excel, documentary
filmmaking, a guest speaker series, job
shadowing, and ficld trips to cultural in-
stitations, colleges, and job fare. The sto-
dents at Horkzona Academy can also avail

themselves of “Oppormnity Knocks,” a

cnalble: them to gradoate high schonl and-

fes in such.common office progrims as*

JCCGCY's New Horizons Academy
Places High School Students
Om the Path to Career Success

Elizabeth Gavigan, Horzons Academy career
guidance taacher, explaing the finer points of
jab interddew eliquelts to her sudents

clearinghouse for internship, community
service, scholarship, service learning, vol-
unfeer and ather opportunities. Moreover,
all Hnr]mm_k.c35emy students are eli-
gible for placement in Summer Youth
Employment Program jobe during Jaly
and August.

Seeldng to maximize its students’ poten-
tial for post-high school success, the ambi-
tious pregram offers 2 number of other

Futwre-focused services. These inchude an -

Internet-based mentoring program that
links "at-sisk” high schioal students w’:dl

program that infases crestive writing and
paetry to refine students’ communication
and public spesiing skills, In addition, |[}
Herizons Academy is corrently develop-
ing a fine arts component, as well as the

rainy Bunch,” 2 service learning project |
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myarily engage in the special curriculum’

from 3 prm to 5 pm on Mondays through
Thursdays, followinp their regular high
school smdies. A job developer is on hand
to place them in weekend jobs wherever
sppropriate. Upon completion of the pro-
gram and graduation from high schoal,
Horizons Acedemy staff members provide
a o year fallow-up, oeling with cach
student to ensure L&t they are enrolled
in college or successully empleyed (in el
ther & regular positien or an internship).
‘The proogeans, which Is fanded by the NYC
Iy of Youth and €
Dcw:lopmcnt {(DYCD), under ite Youth
Wo;{dmm Development progrem, has a
acity of 200 ;mgm ents. Anyane seeking
ormation shout enrolling in the pro-
gram or employment opportunities, call
the progream director, David Andersan, at
715-445-5000, ext. 218,
In addition to Abraham Lincaln High
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