Meals On Wheels For Sephardlc Semors’ E

full-course lunches each day, under the
.. strict kosher supervision of Rabbi Shaul
- Maslaton, Rav of Co

. By Boruch Shubert

What happens when a\p'érdsbnkbkék-'

comes homebound due to serious ill-

- ness or the frailties of advanced age?

Too often they have to rely on the spo-

radic availability of others to help them
obtain their daily nutritional intake.

- Fortunately for homebound seniors
. living in the Sephardic community
around Ocean Parkway, in Brooklyn,

'NY, the Jewish Community Council
of Greater Coney Island’s (JCCGCTs)
Ocean Parkway Senior Center, housed,, .
at Ahi Ezer, oversees a Meals on Wheels .
(MOW) program:that has earned ac-'f,
claim for its premium levels of service = -

and adherence to kosher standards re-
quired by the Sephardic rabbinate.

.. Operating out of the expansive, state-
of-the-art kitchen of the JCCGCPs Ocean
Parkway Senior Center, the Meals on
Wheels program produces hundreds ofhot,

ngregation Ahi Ezer,
and Rabbi Yechiel Babad of Tartikov: =

“All of the food for our Meals on Wheels
program is prepared in conformance with

the high kashrus.standards and specific -

preferences of our Orthodox Sephardic cli-
entele,” states Rabbi Maslaton. “This en-

. compasses chalav Yisrael, pas and bzshul
Yisrael, and beit Yosef shechita.” - = »

Accordmg to Rabbi Maslaton the

program’s many staff members — in-

cluding its coordinator, Solomon Dayan :

- aswell as most of its dnvers and deliv-
ery people — are of Sephardic heritage.

“4As Sephardim; they have a natu-

- V,ral capacity to be culturally sensitive

and intuitively understandmg of our
clientele’s needs,” he stated.

This popular program of home—dehv—j
ered meals was recently in serious dan-

ger of being consolidated with other such-
: - programs as part of the
-city’s restructuring of its

i home delivered meals pro-

| gram~a change that would

_have jeopardized its abili-

“ty to properly cater to the
unique expectations of the

]ocal Sephardic community.

- However, as a result
of the vigorous efforts of

' local officials (Assembly-
"man Cymbrowitz, Coun-
Icilman Recchia-and espe-

' cially Councilman Michael
C. Nelson and his staff), lo-
cal rabbis and community
leaders, New York City’s
Department for the, Aging
— which funds Meals on
Wheels — has allowed the
JCCGCPs Ocean Parkway
Senior Center to continue
operating the program in-=

dependently and in full ac- -

cordance with its constitu-

: ents’rehglous sensibilities. =

- Residents ‘who live in
the Sephardic community
around Ocean Parkway are
ehglble toreceive home-de-
livered meals through the
Meals on Wheels program

_if they are 60 years of age
- or older; physically and/or
- 'mentally incapacitated and -

- inneed of some assistance;
_ unable to prepare nutri-
" tious meals by themselves
" -and have no friends or fam-
ily to do it for them. Re-
- cipients of Medicaid home:
- and personal care servic-
" es are currently ineligible
- for home-delivered meals.
Anyone who wishes to ob-
-tain information on how
~to apply for this program

~should ca]l 7 18- 627~25OO ; -

ext. 215,
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